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Patrick: She fell on Monday afternoon.  She slipped in the kitchen.  Stupid mat.  

I meant to move it, stupid.  Anyway I called 999 yes that was Monday 
afternoon. 
 

Paul: It must have been very distressing for you. 
 

Patrick: !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ L ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ȅƻǳΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘhat was the right thing to do or 
ƴƻǘ ōǳǘ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ǎƘŀƪŜƴ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ 
 
 

Paul: Well it was absolutely fine to call me.  I mean you know I know both of 
ȅƻǳΣ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǎŜƴǎŜΦ  L ŀƳ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ǿƘȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ 
social services? 
 

Patrick: L ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ Χ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ƻǊ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ Dƛƭƭƛŀƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ Řƻ LΦ 
 

Paul: I can understand this must be distressing for you both.  Can I assure you 
no one is going to make a decision for Gillian without her being 
involved.  This is for you and her to discuss together. 
 

Patrick: Right. 
 

Paul: IƻǿΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǘǊƛǇǎΚ L ƳŜŀƴ ƛǘ must be a bit tiring? 
 

Patrick: Happy to get on the bus.  I quite li[afa] TJ
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Patrick: I can manage 
 

Commentary 
Marian Barnes: 

It is often the case that decisions about where’s the best place for me to 
live will be made on more than one occasion.  They are rarely easy 
decisions.  They are often really quite emotional decisions because 
people are giving up something that’s familiar, it may be an indication, 
a confirmation of their ageing and their reduced capacities and it often 
moving into a situation that they are scared of. 
 

Patrick: Last winter, terrible ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ 
 

Paul: 
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Paul: No, no, I am a football man myself. 

 
Patrick: Do you play? 

 
Paul: No I watch.  So, are you still a member? 

 
Patrick: CƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘΣ ƴƻǿŀŘŀȅǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǘŜƴ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ 
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